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 “She hath done what she could.” 
Mark 14:8a 

“…and having done all … stand.” 
Ephesians 6:13c

 

 

 

 

Marijuana: Three Pre-filed Bills1 for 2015 
H.B. 1 is a bare-bones bill, a skeletal outline to be “fleshed-out” later.  It does not mention children. 

S.R. 6 amends the State Constitution to legalize medical and recreational use of marijuana. 

S.B. 7 would authorize, regulate, and oversee marijuana use in Georgia. 

H.B. 1 is so broadly written that it would allow (a) unrestricted use of cannabis and its 

derivatives (b) supplied by unmentioned sources (c) for innumerable patients birth until death, 

(d) administered through an unidentified private or state entity, (e) for an indeterminate period 

of time, (f) prescribed by unnamed entities, (g) with protection from prosecution given anyone 

possessing “a stated maximum amount of THC,” with no maximum amount of THC stated.   
 

Possible end game: If H.B. 1 passes the House and S.B.7 passes the Senate, a conference 

committee could combine both and produce a transformational bill such as S.B. 7, outlined 

below and on page 2.  Since conference committee bills cannot be amended, they pass or fail as 

written by the committee.   
 

S.R. 6 Constitutional Amendment; Legalizes Marijuana for 21-Year-Olds & Older 
This pre-filed resolution by Senator Curt Thompson would add a new section to the 

Constitution of the State of Georgia to accomplish three things.  It would authorize personal 

use of marijuana, direct the distribution of tax revenue collected from the commercialization of 

marijuana, and provide for the following question voters would decide in a referendum. 
 

“Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended so as to authorize the General Assembly 

to provide by general law for the legalization and regulation of the production and sale 

of marijuana for personal use by individuals 21 years of age or older and may further 

provide that the taxes from such production and sale shall be appropriated equally 

between educational programs and purposes and capital outlay projects for 

transportation infrastructure purposes within this state?” 
 

S.B. 7 Controlled Substances Therapeutic Relief Act, by Senator Curt Thompson, allows the 

use of marijuana for the treatment of diseases and their symptoms, as follows:  
 

Diseases to be treated: Cancer, glaucoma, HIV, AIDS, hepatitis C, amyotrophic lateral 

sclerosis, Crohn’s disease, or agitation of Alzheimer’s disease   
 

Symptoms to be treated include any medical condition that produces cachexia
 
(a weak or 

emaciated condition) or wasting syndrome; severe and chronic pain; severe nausea
2
; seizures, 

epilepsy or severe and persistent muscle spasms; multiple sclerosis; or any other medical 

condition or treatment added by the Department of Public Health or as petitioned by the public. 
 

Medical use of marijuana defined: “the acquisition, possession, cultivation, manufacture, use, 

administration, delivery, transfer, or transportation of marijuana or paraphernalia for the 

administration of marijuana to treat or alleviate a registered qualifying patient’s debilitating 

medical condition or symptoms associated with the patient’s debilitating medical condition.” 
 

 
 

      

1 
Study Committee on Prescription Medical Cannabis members pre-filed these bills.  Committee Co-chairs: Senator Unterman and 
Representative Peake; Members: Senators Burke, Miller, Curt Thompson; Representatives Gravley, Golick, Kaiser 

2
 Does that include pregnancy?  Would marijuana be prescribed for extreme nausea brought on by pregnancy? 
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S.B. 7 Controlled Substances Therapeutic Relief Act 
 

The System Authorized by S.B. 7 
 

Department of Public Health  
 

 The Department of Public Health (DPH) would adopt rules and regulations for DPH to 

register patients and caregivers, issue ID cards, receive petitions, and retain collected fees.   
 

Department of Revenue  
 

 The Department of Revenue (DR) would register and issue ID cards for dispensaries and 

dispensary agents, and collect up to $5,000 per dispensary applicant, and as much as $1,000 

per renewal.  DR would keep the fees collected from applicants.  DR would oversee, 

prosecute, search and inspect registered marijuana dispensaries in each of Georgia’s159
1 

counties in which pharmacies register as participants.  Since DR expects a dispensary to 

serve only ten pharmacies, the number of dispensaries may exceed 159, if over ten 

pharmacies register in several counties. 
 

S.B. 7, as introduced by Senator Curt Thompson, designates the Department of Public Health 

and Department of Revenue to regulate and oversee legalized marijuana in Georgia, with 

separate and specific duties as described.  Law enforcement would not be involved. 
 

Marijuana, as defined in this bill, includes “all parts of any plant of the genus cannabis 

whether growing or not and the seeds of such plant.”   
 

Usable marijuana means the dried flowers of the marijuana plant, and any mixture or 

preparation thereof, but shall not include the seeds, stalks, and roots of the plant or the weight 

of any nonmarijuana ingredient combined with marijuana and prepared for consumption
2
 as 

food or drink.   
 

Allowable amount of marijuana is defined as two ounces of usable marijuana. 
 

Prohibitions: Medical marijuana would be prohibited on school buses, school grounds, or in 

correctional facilities.  Marijuana smoking would be prohibited in public places or on public 

transportation.   
 

Penalties: Operating, navigating or having physical control of a motor vehicle, aircraft, or 

motorboat while under the influence of marijuana would be a chargeable offense. 
 

Written physician certification would be required before patients could use medical marijuana. 
 

Patients may cultivate marijuana.  Each qualified patient could cultivate up to eight marijuana 

plants, if the plants are grown in a locked closet, or similarly secured place, except in transit.   
 

Caregivers serve marijuana patients.  Persons age 21 or older may be registered to serve up to 

five patients with marijuana and provide usable marijuana or marijuana plants to medical 

marijuana dispensaries.  Caregivers are allowed two ounces of usable marijuana per patient. 
 

Dispensaries may number in the hundreds.  Medical dispensaries are defined as not-for-profit 

entities authorized to acquire, possess, cultivate, manufacture, deliver, transfer, transport, 

supply, sell, or dispense marijuana or related supplies and educational materials to cardholders.  
 

Registration and ID: The Department of Revenue would issue a registration certificate with a 

unique alphanumeric ID number for each approved medical marijuana dispensary. 
     

1 
The only state with more counties than Georgia is Texas, with 254. 

2 
How does this affect the production, sale or consumption of marijuana-laced edible products? 
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Will Marijuana Law be decided by Pressure, Emotion or Fact? 
“Outright legalization and dedicated recreational pot shops in this country have not been around long 

enough for the effect on youth use to be determined.”
 1

 
 

“Before legalization in Colorado, a study showed that more than half the teen users surveyed said 

they had obtained pot from a medical marijuana ‘patient’.”
 

 

“Colorado’s medical marijuana registry … has 275 kids and 170,000 adult registrants … most of 

these people are using marijuana itself, not CBD oil or other derivatives, to control pain.”
2 

 

Executive Director Dr. Larry Wolk, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 

empathizes with the families, but cautions that more data are needed on the safety and efficacy 

of cannabidiol (CBD) oil, a non-psychoactive marijuana derivative, to treat childhood seizures.   
 

Marijuana is classified as a “Schedule I” drug, meaning there is a “high probability of abuse” 

associated with it.  The Schedule I classification of marijuana survived challenges in 1972, 

1986 and on January 22, 2013 when the Federal D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals denied 

reclassification in a case brought by three marijuana advocacy groups.  The same three groups 

had appealed the July 8, 2011 Food and Drug Administration ruling supported by evidence 

from the Department of Health and Human Services.   
 

Marijuana potency has increased.  Courts are well aware that the marijuana of today is more 

potent than ever and teen use has gone up since 1996, when it was put to a vote in the first 

state, which was California.  A comparison of states with medical marijuana – Vermont, 

Oregon and Colorado – indicates that marijuana is the gateway drug for adults and children.   
 

In states with medical marijuana, 12 – 17 year-old teens use marijuana to a greater degree than 

states without medical marijuana.  States that voted down medical marijuana – Arkansas and 

South Dakota – have some of the lowest rates of youth marijuana usage.   
  

Marijuana stores tailor advertising to entice youth.  A recent report revealed 47 stores in 

Colorado that can sell recreational marijuana, with about 300 waiting in line to go into 

business.  Those stores add to parental anxiety by using adjectives such as “health,” 

“wellness,” “medicinal” and “candy” to advertise marijuana-laced products.   
 

Some advertise that a “weed” purchase or take-out order or home delivery will be accompanied 

with a free T-shirt and a “$1 joint” if they show a ski pass for the day.  Colorado marijuana 

businesses offer the highest amount of THC they can for the lowest price.  In its smoking form 

of 20 – 30 percent THC, Colorado has a strain so strong it’s called “green crack.”  
 

One hit puts smokers on their back!  Colorado’s aggressively advertised concentrates are 80 – 

90 percent THC and, if smoked on a super-heated needle, as happens often, one hit puts 

smokers on their back.  Then, there are the edibles available as gummies, fruit sodas, suckers, 

candy and yummy looking baked goods.   In Colorado, a single pot brownie is so potent that 

buyers are warned to cut it into four servings.    
 

The CDC reports that youth-tracking data from states with lenient decriminalization laws 

reveal marijuana use for 9 – 12
th
 graders is significantly higher (25 percent) than the youth-use 

rate of marijuana in states that have strict marijuana laws.   
 

ACTION – Be prepared to communicate with your legislators about this subject prior to and during the 2015 session.  
       

1
 Source: Colorado Parents Opposed to Pot, http://www.poppot.org 

2
 Georgia Health News, Published Saturday, April 23, 2014 
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Pre-filed Bills: Horse Racing & Pari-Mutuel Betting, but No License for Illegals 
S.B. 6 Georgia Road Safety and Driver’s License Integrity Act, pre-filed on November 17

th
 

by Senator Josh McKoon, would prevent the issuance of driver’s licenses (DL) to unlawful 

aliens in this state.  If S.B. 6 passes as written, it would accomplish the following: 
 

(a) Federal immigration law could not be the basis for issuing a DL to illegal aliens.  

(b) “Approved deferred action status” of an alien could not be the basis for issuing a DL.   

(c) Effective July 1, 2006, DL or ID cards obtained by any person not lawfully present in the 

U.S. would not be accepted as proof of lawful alien status.   

(d) Illegal aliens could not qualify for welfare benefits under the Systematic Alien Verification 

for Entitlements Program (SAVE).   

(e) Drivers who are caught driving without a valid license could have their vehicle impounded.  

(f) The Department of Driver Services would use the Homeland Security E-Verify system. 
 

ACTION – Support.  S.B. 6 will be assigned to a committee upon its official introduction during the session.  At that time 
contact information for committee members will be provided.  Until then, ask your legislators to promise to vote for S.B. 6. 
 

H.R. 1 Horse Racing, Pari-Mutuel Wagering, introduced by Representative Harry Geisinger, 

would amend the Constitution of the State of Georgia empowering the General Assembly to 

authorize and regulate by general law personal electronic, Internet, and telephonic pari-mutuel 

wagering on horse racing conducted in noncommercial settings. 
 

H.B. 2 Pari-Mutuel Wagering on Horse Racing, pre-filed by Representative Harry Geisinger 

November 17
th

, outlines the system for pari-mutuel wagering on horse races in Georgia.   
 

 A seven-member Georgia Racing Commission would be appointed by the governor and 

confirmed by the General Assembly.  The commission would have all power and duties 

necessary to license and control horse racing as described in H.B. 2.  Commission members 

would receive the same daily expense allowance received by General Assembly members. 
 

 The Georgia Breeders Funds would be created and would receive a portion of pari-mutuel 

wagering pools, with a specific fund reserved for each breed of horse authorized to race. 
 

 An Interstate Compact on Licensure of Participants in Live Racing with Pari-mutuel 

Wagering would be enacted into law.  Its personnel would be governmental employees.   
 

 Simulcast horse racing would be conducted at a licensed or satellite facility in Georgia, but 

all wagering on simulcast horse racing could take place only at a licensed horse racetrack or 

satellite facility.    
 

 Holders of an unlimited license would be required to schedule at least 60 live racing days in 

Georgia each calendar year. 
 

 Stewards appointed by the commission would be empowered to act as racing officials to 

oversee the conduct of horse racing at licensed racetracks, as well as simulcast horse racing 

at satellite facilities.  They would be authorized to make on-sight decisions. 
 

 Applications to construct a horse racetrack or satellite facility must be made to the 

commission. 
 

 Money received by the commission would go into the special State Racing Operations Fund. 
 

ACTION – Oppose.  When these bills are assigned to committees in the 2015 Georgia General Assembly, contact 
numbers will be provided.  Meantime, ask your local senator and representative to vote NO on both.     

___________________________ 
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